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present of one of the pictures. It is a portrait of Cagan-
Dam, the White Hermit who, according to legend, was
a holy man living alone in the Gobi Desert, fed by deer
and birds. Cagan-Dava loved animals, knew their
language and even savage beasts approached him
with affection. The Buddhist hermit's stick, which
beats a remarkable resemblance to a crosier, is clearly
discernible in the picture.

In 1912 the Bqgdo Gegen, under the stage-manage-
ment of the Russian government, was crowned, and
this monk, whose religion bound him to celibacy, was
accompanied by his wife in the procession to the
Ganden monastery and back to the Bogdo Chure, his
own palace. The Mongolian lamas dared not pro-
voke him and the Russians, and not only offered no
opposition but, on the contrary, assisted in the
ceremony.

It was at this period that the Mongolian people
began to realise that eternal contemplation and sub-
mission led nowhere, unless to destruction, and that
the only effective answer to foreign oppression and
the might of arms lay in national unity. The develop-
ment of this idea in the minds of the people was for a
long time hampered by the struggle between Russia and
China over the body of Mongolia, but the Mongolian
people was, nevertheless, after centuries of religious
contemplation, evolving a national consciousness. The
conviction that the Mongolian people had an historical
right to self-determination began to gain ground,
chiefly as a result of the work of a small band of
Mongolian patriots who had enjoyed a European
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